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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To ensure jet stability of an ink jet head by a method wherein a 
water-repellent thin layer on the end surface of a head body is not 
unnecessarily damaged and unnecessary ink inside and outside a nozzle is 
surely removed, consuming a minimum amount of ink required, and clogging 
of nozzle can be obviated and further clogging of nozzle can be surely 
removed. 

CONSTITUTION: There is provided a maintenance device for an ink jet 
head wherein a number of nozzles 2 are arranged in a head body 1 and one 
end of the body 1 is formed into a flat plane, said device comprising a 
negative pressure generating means 3 for generating negative pressure 
lower than the atmospheric pressure* a local drawing means 4 connected to 
the means 3 so as to communicate therewith, wherein a drawing opening 5 
facing one or more units of nozzles 2 has a size corresponding to the region 
occupied by them, and a drawing opening moving means 6 for moving the 
port 5 of the means 4 in the direction of arrangement of the nozzles 2. 
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